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Advanced Placement:

The Advanced Placement Program is administered by the College Board, which is also responsible for the SAT and PSAT testing programs.  In the AP program, the College Board has created curriculums for a wide range of academic areas which approximate an introductory college course in that area.  That is, the AP Biology curriculum is designed to approximate a typical introductory biology course at a college or university.  High schools that choose to offer a course which includes this curriculum and that verifies this curriculum through the College Board are granted permission to designate the course as an “AP” course on student transcripts.  The Advanced Placement program offers two distinct benefits to students who participate:

Benefit #1: The AP designation validates the rigor of a high school course.

The AP designation helps to validate the rigor of a high school course to colleges and universities.  As colleges consider candidates for admission, a key factor is the rigor of a student’s high school curriculum and the student’s performance in that curriculum.  The number of AP courses taken and the student’s grades in those courses are part of a college’s overall evaluation of the student’s academic ability and motivation.  
Benefit #2: College Credit

At the end of each school year, the College Board offers a series of comprehensive examinations over these subject areas, which are administered at the high schools.  Students who take these examinations are graded on the following scale:  5=very well qualified for college credit; 4=well qualified for college credit; 3=qualified for college credit; 2=possibly qualified for college credit; 1=no recommendation.
The decision as to whether or not a student will receive credit for their AP scores in entirely determined by the college or university that the student chooses to attend.  AP policies are detailed on most college’s web pages.  Virtually no schools grant credit for scores below 3, and most require a score of 4 or 5.  A college’s decision concerning credit can also be influenced by the program a student is entering at the school.  
Wichita Collegiate School offers Advanced Placement courses in the following areas:

	AP Biology
	AP French Language
	AP Macroeconomics
	AP United States History

	AP Calculus AB
	AP Language and Composition
	AP Music Theory
	AP U. S. Govt. and Politics

	AP Calculus BC
	AP Latin Language
	AP Statistics
	

	AP Chemistry
	AP Latin-Vergil
	AP Physics
	

	AP Computer Science
	AP Literature and Composition
	AP Spanish Language
	


Concurrent Credit
Wichita Collegiate Schools has established concurrent credit relationships with Wichita State University and Friends University which allow Upper School students to earn college credit for their work in Upper School courses.  This credit, with only very rare exceptions, is transferable; students do not need to attend WSU or Friends to use the credit.  Currently, concurrent credit is available in the following WCS courses: 
	AP Calculus BC  (10)
	AP Calculus AB (5)
	PreCalculus  (3)

	AP Statistics (3) 
	AP U. S. History (3)
	AP Chemistry (10)

	Advanced Composition (3)
	AP U. S. Government (3) 
	


The number in parentheses indicates the number of college credit hours earned.   

Students who enroll for concurrent credit and earn a course grade of 90% will receive a grade of A on the college transcript for the course.  Grades from 80-89% will receive a grade of B on the college transcript.  The WCS Upper School transcript will reflect the student’s numeric grade for the course.
Decisions regarding concurrent credit and Advanced Placement testing involve many variables, and students and parents should contact Kevin Mykel, Dean of Upper School, or Gale Farmer, Academic Dean, to discuss your specific situation.

