Spartan sophomores should . . . . . .

(A) Finish the 2008-2009 school year strongly!
The members of the Class of 2011 have four semesters left to mold their academic record.  It is of critical importance that students approach their coursework as active, curious learners.  In addition to building an impressive academic record, students who demonstrate curiosity and initiative in the classroom also build the type of reputation that leads teachers to write an exceptional recommendation.  The combination of a strong academic record and strong personal testimonials is a formula for college acceptances and significant scholarships.  Now is the time for every sophomore to rise to the challenge and fulfill his or her potential.

(B) Register for the WCS Summer Challenge SAT/PSAT Course!

A very important component of our PSAT preparation program is our Summer Challenge SAT/PSAT prep course.  The invaluable nature of this course has been confirmed again and again by the evidence of our students’ performance on the PSAT examination.  Students who enroll in this course, approach the material seriously, and then review the materials frequently see truly impressive increases in their test scores.  Remember that, at most schools, SAT scores are a primary component in admission and scholarship decisions. This course will be offered at two different times this year.  The first session will be from June 22-July 3.  The second will be from August 3-14.  Consult the WCS Summer Challenge catalog for additional details.
(C) Commit to regular test preparation practice!
Commitment to a practice regime throughout the school year continually refreshes and reinforces the techniques learned in academic classes and in the preparation course.  This preparation does not have to be intensive. A commitment of one or two half hour sessions per week, combined with an occasional full practice test, would be sufficient, if begun early enough in the student’s Upper School career.
(D) Meet with Mr. Mykel!
Mr. Mykel will meet with the members of the Class of 2011 and their parents in September next year at our annual “College Night for Juniors,” but the college counseling process can begin at any time.  If you would like to discuss curriculum issues, plan a college visit, or develop a list of schools with strong programs in your child’s areas of interest, please give Mr. Mykel a call.

(E) Visit colleges and universities, if possible!
Nothing makes the college selection process seem real like visiting great colleges and universities.  Visits are easy to arrange and can be planned as a “college visitation trip” or linked to your vacation.  If you have any questions regarding a college visit trip, contact Mr. Mykel.
