2010-2011 Course Catalog
Wichita Collegiate Upper School

Wichita Collegiate School's curriculum is based on the classical liberal arts tradition that has guided independent schools for generations. Each graduate completes a broadly-based curriculum with an intensive study of literature, history, mathematics, laboratory science and foreign language. In addition, every student receives exposure to music, art, computer, and physical education. Our academic goal is to provide each Collegiate student with the best preparation possible for a rigorous undergraduate experience at a college of his or her choice. To achieve this goal, our curriculum consists of prescribed coursework in the following areas: 

Department Requirements

ENGLISH  English I, English II, AP English Composition and Literature I, and AP Literature and Composition II.

MATHEMATICS Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and one higher-level course (specific courses described in Mathematics section)

HISTORY World Cultures and Geography, AP United States History, Humanities and two additional courses (Modern History or Globalization and History for juniors; AP Economics, AP Government or Economics/Government for juniors and seniors; History Seminar for seniors)

SCIENCE Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Advanced Chemical Research (prerequisite: AP Chemistry)

FOREIGN LANGUAGE. Three years of French, Spanish or Latin

FINE ARTS A one-year fine arts experience is required. Any course described in the Fine Arts section will satisfy this requirement.

COMPUTER TECH. Students are required to pass a computer proficiency exam upon entering Upper School. Deficiencies in any of the prescribed areas will be addressed through tutorial classes throughout the year. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION. The physical education requirement can be met through Lifetime Sports, Strength and Wellness or by participating in Summer Conditioning for two summers.


Academic Requirements
Students are required to enroll in five academic courses each year. A sixth academic is an option. In addition to required courses, students may choose from the following academic electives:

AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Physics, AP Computer, AP Government, AP Economics, AP Spanish IV, AP Spanish V, AP French IV, AP French V, Latin I, Latin IV, Latin V, Chemistry Research, Environmental Science, Advanced Composition, Economics/Government, History Seminar, and advanced topics in Mathematics.

Students also have a wide range of non-academic, elective courses available. All courses, required, academic elective and non-academic elective, are described on the following pages. Do not hesitate to talk to any of the faculty as questions occur.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT:  The A.P. designation indicates the course is an Advanced Placement course. These classes include all the material listed in the respective syllabus provided by the College Board. A national exam for each course is administered each year in May, on campus, which provides students the opportunity to earn college credit for the course. The individual college or university determines the number of hours earned, if any. In some cases, the student's major field of study may influence the decision to grant credit.

Department Requirements

ENGLISH English I, English II, AP English Literature & Composition I or AP English Lit. & Comp. I Seminar, and AP English Literature & Composition II or AP English Literature & Composition II Seminar

FOCUS AND PHILOSOPHY 
WCS students are required to take four years of English, reading broadly and responding critically. Students are prepared for a lifetime of communication experiences in a curriculum which includes AP English Literature & Composition, Parts I and II. This program is designed to extend the students' understanding of their world through the vicarious experience of literature while preparing them thoroughly for success in college literature courses and the varied writing demands of college. In their senior year, students are strongly encouraged to take the AP English Literature and Composition exam for which they may earn college English credit hours.


Advanced Composition 
Advanced Composition, a writing workshop, provides opportunities for students to grow as critical and creative thinkers and as writers. By the end of the course, students will demonstrate mastery of written expression in a variety of modes, both prepared and timed. Some of the modes of expression include narration, description, analysis, comparison/contrast, definition, classification, and argumentation/persuasion. The text used is a college-level composition book which presents both student and professional writing models. Several essays require research and documentation using MLA style. While Advanced Composition is not designated as an Advanced Placement course, it can help prepare students for both the AP Literature exam and the AP Language exam, which tests students' expository, analytical, and argumentation writing skills. Students also have the option of earning three hours of concurrent college credit for this course.

English I 
English I, a course required of all freshmen, knits together the threads of writing and literature. Emphases on the writing process and on grammar in the context of clear writing dominate the writing instruction in this year, while close reading and annotation are stressed as the students study a variety of novels and dramas. Extensive direction of literary devices occurs here, and the expansion of vocabulary–through words from literary context and continuation of the Wordly Wise series–is an important component of the course.

English II 
English II, a course required of all sophomores, broadens the students’ literary backgrounds and devotes time particularly to strengthening their communications skills in preparation for writing more sophisticated upper-level papers as well as taking the PSAT. Oral communication skills are also developed. The course stresses the conventions of correct usage and grammatical construction. Frequent short papers are routinely assigned in conjunction with the instruction of clear and coherent writing. Short stories and poetry are studied in addition to selected novels and dramas. Students practice close reading and annotation of texts and continue to build vocabulary.

AP English Literature and Composition I-[American Literature Survey] (syllabus) 
This course is the first half of what is considered a two-year AP course at WCS. Required of all juniors, it provides opportunities for students to grow as critical readers, creative and analytical thinkers and writers, and effective oral communicators. As writers, students continue to develop confidence and style through careful consideration of diction and structure while producing a variety of quality products, including both out-of-class and timed in-class papers. Through frequent instruction and practice, students extend their ability to respond to all aspects of a given writing topic in a comprehensive essay, especially under time constraints. In literature, students engage in the study of selected American works including novels, poems, a play, and selected essays. Close reading skills and literary vocabulary continue to grow, along with general vocabulary development.

AP English Literature and Composition I Seminar-[American Literature Survey]  (syllabus)
Students desiring a more intensive AP English experience are encouraged to select AP English III Seminar. This class will cover the regular AP English Lit. & Comp. I curriculum, but students will read several additional short works of literature, engage in extended seminar-style discussions, write more literary analyses in class, and practice applying close-reading skills to AP multiple choice test questions. This class is open to all juniors who desire an opportunity to further extend their English skills and are prepared to spend extra time doing so.

AP English Literature and Composition II-[British Literature Survey] (syllabus) 
AP English IV, required of all seniors, concentrates on British literature and locate works in their historical contexts. Students practice close reading of literature at a sophisticated level. They also practice clear analytical writing with special work on composing both thesis and conclusion with finesse. Attention is paid to framing essay topics in terms of larger social, political, historical or disciplinary contexts. In addition to classroom discussion of literature and written analysis, the course prepares the students for the AP English Literature and Composition exam.

AP English Literature and Composition II Seminar- [British Literature Survey] (syllabus)
Students desiring a more intensive AP English experience are encouraged to select AP English IV Seminar. This class will cover the regular AP Eng. Lit. & Comp. II curriculum, but students will read some additional short works, engage in extended seminar-style discussion, write more literary analyses in class, and practice applying close-reading skills to AP multiple choice test questions. This class is open to all seniors who desire an opportunity to further extend their English skills and prepare seriously for the AP English Literature and Composition exams.


Debate /Forensics  During first semester, students will learn and refine the skills necessary to debate competitively, including those of research, organization, and presentation. These skills will then be used in competitive debate tournaments.  Second semester will be spent preparing speeches and/or acting events for students to compete at tournaments
Spartan Voice   Students will be responsible for the weekly production of The Spartan Voice, Collegiate’s school newspaper.  The students will work in all aspects of creating the paper from interviewing, writing, and editing to layout and distribution.  The intent of the editorial staff of The Spartan Voice is to produce a paper that reports issues, both locally and globally, that are relevant to the students’ lives.
Yearbook This course offers students the opportunity to build skills in areas as diverse as layout design, journalistic writing, computer skills, and photography. Students learn the basic concepts of effective yearbook production while designing and producing the book in digital form.
MATHEMATICS 
FOCUS AND PHILOSOPHY
The study of Mathematics at Wichita Collegiate School spans the entire term of enrollment of each student at the school. In this manner, the mathematics curriculum initiates a life-long commitment to mathematical thought - deliberate decisions made from a thorough and logical analysis of information in the quest of an ever-increasing knowledge base, a fundamental resource of a thriving society. Methods used, techniques explored, and strategies employed will vary greatly as we strive to meet individual needs of nearly 900 students with ages ranging from 3 to 19 years on concepts ranging from number sense to advanced Calculus. This variance in approach embodies the essence of our discipline and the strength of the department.

The Mathematics Department is unified through a common purpose and focused through a common philosophy.

We strive to:
· model mathematical thought in our approach to everyday problems
· create an openness in the classroom which leads to the sharing of information  and an appreciation for the thoughts of others
· teach in the context of meaningful applications
· provide challenges suitable at each level
· provide the support needed for each individual to meet these challenges.

We believe:
· students need the freedom to develop independence of thought and action
· students should assume increasing responsibility for their growth and change
· organization, logical thinking, discovery, resource management, and group interaction are fundamental to individual progress
· assessment should be linked in a natural way to the learning process · all WCS students are capable of pursuing substantial mathematics · our focus should be on the needs of our students.

We hope to:
· instill in our students, through this philosophy, an appreciation for the beauty of mathematics and for its nature as a human endeavor that encompasses both the history and future of our civilization
·graduate students who are courageous in their efforts to understand and induce change and who display confidence and creativity in their approach to problems.

Course list and graduation requirements

Core requirements: Every student must complete each of the following at a satisfactory level:
Algebra I 
Algebra II 
Geometry


Elective Classes: Every student must complete one of the following at a satisfactory level:

PreCalculus: Completion required before enrolling in either Calculus course. This course is equivalent to College Algebra and Trigonometry at most universities. Concurrent Credit - 3 hrs.


A.P. Statistics: Students may take course after completing Algebra II. Concurrent Credit - 3 hrs.
A.P.* Calculus I (AB): This course requires PreCalculus as a prerequisite. 

AP Calculus II (BC):  This course requires AP Calculus I (AB) as a prerequisite.  
A.P. Calculus I & II (BC): This course requires PreCalculus as a prerequisite.  
Multivariable Calculus:  (Equivalent to Calculus III at most universities)

Differential Equations

Linear Algebra



Algebra I 
This beginning course in algebra covers the basic properties of the real numbers; solving linear, quadratic, and rational equations and inequalities; graphing; polynomials; and, applications of these. Probability and data analysis are introduced as threads that will continue throughout the math curriculum at WCS. The concept of function is central to mathematics and science. Functions are introduced to form a foundation for further studies in mathematics.

Algebra II 
Exploration in small groups becomes an increasing part of the study of mathematics as we develop the concepts of algebra at a higher level. Additional solving techniques, graph characteristics that reflect natural behavior or algebraic structures, functions that yield considerable utility, and analytic geometry topics are all pursued among other topics. The graphing calculator is integrated into the course as an additional tool for developing problem solving strategies.

Geometry 
The bulk of this course is concerned with the formal development of plane geometry. Congruence and similarity are studied in depth. Properties of circles, area of plane figures, an introduction to solid geometry, properties of parallels, and right triangle trigonometry are also included. The nature of formal thought and expression are two common threads throughout the material. Interactive geometry software on both computers and calculators is an increasing part of the course.

Precalculus 
Precalculus provides students with an applications oriented, investigative curriculum in which formal analytic methods are developed parallel to numerical and graphical techniques. Technology is used as much to enhance each student's understanding, as it is to solve problems. This course is required for calculus but presents topics with utility in diverse areas. Six themes spiral throughout the material in this course: mathematical modeling; computers and calculators as tools; applications of functions; data analysis; discrete phenomena; and numerical algorithms. A major data analysis project is often required for second semester.

AP Statistics
This course requires only the completion of Algebra II as a prerequisite. Statistics is the science and art of analyzing data. The major themes of the course are data analysis, design of experiments, probability, and formal inference. Statistics is useful in almost every area of life and hence the course uses applications from many fields. Students are able to develop a better understanding of the processes and their meaning through the use of technology coupled with analytic methods.

A.P.* Calculus I (AB): This course requires PreCalculus as a prerequisite. This course covers the material associated with the first course of college calculus. Concurrent Credit - 5 hrs.

AP Calculus II (BC):  This course requires AP Calculus I (AB) as a prerequisite.  This course covers the material normally covered in the second course of college calculus.  Included in the course are a brief review of differential calculus, integral calculus, applications of both the derivative and integral, polar, parametric, and vector function, and infinite series.  The last two weeks of class will be used to review for the advanced placement exam.  Concurrent Credit-5 hours.

A.P. Calculus I & II (BC): This course requires PreCalculus as a prerequisite.  The class meets two periods per day and covers the full material normally covered in the first two courses of college calculus.  Careful consideration should be given to taking this course as it covers material at a faster pace than the individual Calculus I and Calculus II courses.  Included in the course is all the material covered in each of Calculus I (AB) and Calculus II (BC).  Concurrent Credit - 10 hrs

Topics in Advanced Mathematics
This course is intended for students who have successfully completed Calculus BC. The curriculum for this course will vary from year to year depending on the interests and past mathematics experience of the students. Among the possible courses include Multivariable Calculus, Differential Equations, and Linear Algebra.
Problem Solving
The course will explore a variety of techniques for solving problems.  A substantial portion of the course will be devoted to practicing these techniques.  Considerable focus will be given to problems of the level appropriate for AMC, AIME, and other advance mathematics competitions.  Algebra II is a prerequisite for the course.  In addition, students electing this course should have a substantial interest in and tolerance for new material in mathematics.
"The Infinity Project": Introduction to Engineering-Computer Applications  
This course will introduce students to the excitement and relevance of modern high-tech engineering.  Students will learn about and apply engineering design principles to solve real-world problems.  With Infinity, you will use state-of-the-art technology tools to learn how engineers turn ideas into reality.  Using special software and peripherals attached to your regular school lab computer, you will learn how to process digital signals to create your own unique audio, video, and graphics programs.  Prerequisite:  Algebra I

HISTORY & HUMANITIES
FOCUS AND PHILOSOPHY
The study of history is an inclusive experience at Wichita Collegiate School, encompassing a wide range of academic areas. Philosophically, the History Department at Wichita Collegiate School believes that informed decisions on global and contemporary issues and global concerns can only be made with a deep understanding of the political, social, economic, intellectual, geographic, diplomatic and military history of our modem society. For this reason, WCS requires each student to complete a rigorous, eclectic curriculum in history and its related academic areas.

In the freshman and sophomore years, each student normally completes a three year history cycle that begins in the eighth grade and which provides each student with a survey study of global anthropological and geographical knowledge, and an in-depth studies of the development of Western Civilization and both of ancient and modern world history. In the sophomore year, each student will complete an Advanced Placement level course in United States history. In the junior year, students may choose to take Modern (European) History or Globalization and History. AP Economics, AP Government, or a combination Economics/Government course is required for graduation at WCS and is usually completed in the junior or senior years. In addition to these courses, an elective course, History Seminar, is also available. Note: four credits are required, plus Humanities.

The required senior Humanities course is included in the history department descriptions as well. This interdisciplinary course mixes the study of history and literature with philosophy, psychology, sociology, and other academic areas to create an academic experience that is one of the capstones of the Collegiate educational experience
World Cultures and Geography
This course will introduce students to anthropology, geography, and world history to further understand the global human condition. Students will be grounded in the methodology, brief history, major subject areas, and applications to develop a framework for a global world-view. Modern technology and the growing interdependence of people of the world dictate the need for a working knowledge of other environments and cultures. Human successes and perhaps even their survival depend on understanding similarities and differences in approaches to life. Students will also devote considerable time to building critical reading and writing skills.

AP United States History 
This course offers sophomores a rigorous, college-preparatory survey of United States history from the colonial period to the present. Class work will focus on exploring the social, political, economic, and intellectual fabric of our country's history and its place in the modern world. Additionally, the course will contain a significant geography component and an emphasis on relating historical events to contemporary affairs. This course provides strong preparation for the Advanced Placement examination. 
Modern (European) History                                                                             This course provides a survey of the major developments in the history of modern western civilization, from the Renaissance to the late twentieth century.  The scope includes other parts of the world as they relate to the main theme.  The focus of the course is on political and intellectual developments, but it will also include social, cultural, economic, and military developments, as they apply.  Research and writing are major components of the course. This course is an elective for juniors only. It is not an AP course, but there is an AP exam that is appropriate to its content.  

Globalization and History   Globalization is one of the most common terms in public discourse today, but it means different things to different people. This is also true in an historical sense. This course is based upon the premise that globalization is a very old concept, that has been constantly redefined through the last 2500 years. It begins with ancient Greek philosophers and ends with current political and economic strategies. Extensive research, both traditional and web-based, and oral and written reports are major components of the course.  This course is an elective for juniors only.  

History Seminar 
In heaven they speak Italian, in hell they speak Dutch, and in Seminar we speak politely, but vigorously. This course is based upon research in a wide variety of areas, including, but not limited to, the arts and architecture, music and literature, philosophy and religion, politics and war, the sciences and society, the Greeks and the Romans, and, of course, the Italians and the Dutch. We will even discuss the best way to choose the gender of an unborn child, and how to properly discipline the child after it is born. The research will help you to prepare for written and oral argument, because the Renaissance and the Reformation were all about writing and arguing. And sometimes murdering, but we won't go that far. This course is somewhat competitive; it is founded upon questioning. This course fulfills the WCS elective social studies requirement. 

Government/Economics 
This summer course provides students with an introduction to the study of American Government and Macroeconomics. The government section of the course will explore the nature of the U.S. political system, including its historical and philosophical foundations and its political institutions. The economics section of the course will introduce students to the fundamental concepts on microeconomics, including the study of markets and the philosophical foundations of our economic system. This course fulfills the WCS elective social studies requirement as well as the Kansas Board of Regents government requirement.

AP Economics 
The AP Economics course offers students an in-depth study of Macroeconomics along with a substantial survey of Microeconomics. Topics included in this course include markets, the business cycle, fiscal policy, monetary policy, and banking. Students will also be introduced to the major schools of economic thought.


AP Government and Politics 
Why do politicians do unbelievable things? They're quite predictable if you get inside their heads. Learn why and how the United States was formed, and why the founding documents read the way they do. Learn how the Supreme Court has had such profound impact on these ideas; and how the dynamic power in Washington gets shared between the Executive and Legislative branches. By the end of the course, students will be ready to take the AP Government exam (not required), and will know their rights as a US citizen and as a Kansan, and be able to articulate them. Prerequisite or concurrent requirement: junior status; U.S. history. This course fulfills the Kansas Board of Regents government requirement.

Humanities 
The central focus of the required senior Humanities course is a discussion of the question, "What does it mean to live a good life?" The curriculum of the course is an eclectic reading list that includes authors ranging from Homer to F. Scott Fitzgerald, from Cicero to Samuel Beckett., The meaning of the term "good life" is explored in all of its meanings, from the materialistic to the philosophical and religious. The course culminates with a paper, typically 20-25 pages in length, in which each student explores his or her own views regarding "the good life." After writing the paper, the student must defend the paper to a panel of three faculty members.
SCIENCE
FOCUS AND PHILOSOPHY

GOALS: Preparing students for this rapidly changing technological society is a must. Whether students pursue careers in science or not it is important for all the students to have a scientific literacy that will help them to stay healthy and wise. Steps the science department has taken to ensure this scientific literacy is to require all Collegiate students to graduate with at least one full course each in biology, chemistry and physics. In addition, a full compliment of Advanced Placement Courses is offered for those students wanting a more in depth study of science. All courses are designed to help students make careful observations, good inferences, and make logical conclusions based on the data they have collected and analyzed. 

Biology 
This course is the science requirement for freshmen. The students will learn concepts dealing with the cell, genetics, evolution, viruses, human system, diseases, and the immune systems. Students will engage in a variety of laboratory experiments.

Chemistry 
This course is the science requirement for sophomores. The students will learn concepts typically covered in the first semester of a college chemistry class. The course offers atomic structure, periodic trends, formula writing, formula determination from data, nomenclature, redox, acids, bases and salts, organic Lewis Structures, gas laws, and stoichiometry. Twenty-five percent of class time is devoted to laboratory work. Approximately ten percent of the course will require students to use mental math skills instead of relying on using the calculator to solve chemistry problems. This mental math preparation will help students perform better on nationally recognized, standardized chemistry exams that do not permit use of calculators.

AP Biology 
This course covers in depth the outline suggested by the AP Biology College Board Testing Service. The material covered in similar to a first –year college biology course. After completing the course, the students will take the AP Biology exam offered in May. Biology and chemistry is a prerequisite for taking this course.

AP Chemistry 
This course covers the required curriculum suggested by the AP Chemistry College Board Testing Service. Chemistry or Chemistry Seminar are prerequisites for this course. This is a two – hour class that may be taken for dual credit with W.S.U. for a total of 10 credit hours. After completing the course, the students will take the AP Chemistry exam offered in May.

Physics 
This course is one option to complete the physics graduation requirement. The students will learn kinematics, dynamics, laws of motion, gravity, energy conservation, wave mechanics, electromagnetic radiation, electricity, and magnetism. Students will also have a variety of laboratory experiences.

AP Physics 
This course is one option for fulfilling the physics graduation requirement. This course covers the curriculum suggested by the College Board for AP Physics B. which is Algebra-trig based. Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry are prerequisites for the class.

Environmental Science 
This course is an interdisciplinary study that combines ideas and information from the natural and physical sciences as well as the social sciences such as economics, politics and ethics. Students will experience hands-on labs designed to make connections between humans and their interaction with nature. 


Advanced Chemical Research 
This course is designed to train students about solving real life problems in a systematic way using a Gas Chromatograph (6850 series). Students will learn how the GC works, how to synthesize organic compounds, how to write a journal article using ACS style, and how to do a Powerpoint presentation. The students will be required to do presentations to a variety of audiences. A.P. Chemistry is a prerequisite as well as an interview with the instructor.


FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
FOCUS AND PHILOSOPHY 
Three years of foreign language credits are required for graduation from Wichita Collegiate School. However, successful completion of a fourth year is considered the best preparation for college and is, therefore, strongly recommended. A continuation of growth in proficiency levels of basic skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) is advantageous for either a) quizzing out of a college foreign language requirement or b) continuing foreign language study at a more appropriate level in college. Students are welcome to pursue multiple languages at Collegiate in any combination. A summer school course is not considered equivalent to a year of modern foreign language at our school. Therefore, full credit is not given by WCS for such courses.

The Upper School foreign language classrooms are dynamic environments where learning is directed by a highly skilled staff of native and near-native speakers who have had experience abroad as well as postgraduate study. In addition, a state of the art language laboratory is often used for the purpose of enhancing students' listening and speaking skills. Students are provided many opportunities on a regular basis to hear a multitude of native speakers through individual headsets without outside noise interference.



French I or Spanish I
This is an exciting introductory course that aims to develop a strong foundation of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills while also incorporating a study of culture. Students will interact daily with classmates and with their teacher in the target language in addition to visiting the language laboratory regularly. The student textbooks are supplemented with various materials such as newspapers, magazines, music, computer software, videotapes, and audiotapes.


Latin II 
As the students continue the Ecce Romani series they cover all the intermediate grammar, strengthen their reading comprehension, and develop their writing of accurate English translations. The text is supplemented with studies in English vocabulary, and with a variety of other language activities.

French II or Spanish II 
The second year language courses continue to develop the basic skills along with an appreciation of their respective foreign cultures. Intermediate grammar is covered at this level.

Latin III 
After completing the advanced grammar in the Ecce Romani series, the students begin the study of Latin literature. They read selections from the writings of Cicero, Caesar and Pliny. In addition to improving their verbal skills, students develop a greater understanding of Roman history and culture.

French Ill or Spanish III 
Literature, journals and advanced grammar are introduced at this level as proficiency in the four basic skills continues. After successful completion of this course, students should be well-prepared to enroll in an Advanced Placement course.

AP Latin Literature
This course concentrates on the translation and interpretation of the poetry of Catullus and Ovid. The students read and analyze all of the selections included on the Advanced Placement Latin Literature syllabus.

AP Latin: Vergil
This course concentrates on the translation and interpretation of Vergil's Aeneid and follows the Advanced Placement Vergil syllabus. The students read and analyze specific selections of the Aeneid in Latin, and read the 
rest of the work in English.

AP French Language/AP Spanish Language 
Students complete their study of advanced grammar as proficiency in the four skill areas (listening, speaking, reading, writing) continues. The AP Language curriculum includes listening to and reading a variety of literary pieces which may include novels, plays, poetry and short stories as well as periodicals. Spanish III or French III is a prerequisite, as well as an interview with the instructor. Advanced Placement French and Spanish students continue to write longer and more polished compositions and to express themselves orally in a variety of simulations in order to prepare for the AP exam. Students may opt to take the 
exam at the end of the course.  The students will continue to improve and polish their skills, leading to a deeper knowledge of the target language.  This will allow the student to be in a position to succeed in placements exams at the college of their choice without having to prepare and take the Advanced Placement exam



FINE ARTS
FOCUS AND PHILOSOPHY 
The Fine Arts Department of Wichita Collegiate prides itself in the fact that we as teachers and students press toward excellence and creative confidence in music, art, drama and instrumental music. We believe that participation in the fine arts helps students to become independent, wise, and humane individuals.

Music and Performance 

Concert Choir

Concert Choir is by audition for 9th through 12th graders. This large ensemble offers the foundations to choral singing. Students will be taught to read music and vocal scores, identify key and meter signatures and sing a variety of musical styles from the High Italian Renaissance to the stages of Broadway. Concert Choir will participate in Fall, Thanksgiving and the Candlelight concerts with particular focus toward the Spring when we compete in league, regional and state festivals. The Spring semester is capped off with participation in the Spring Revue, “Showstoppers!”

Madrigals

Madrigals is by audition for 10th through 12th graders. This small ensemble (approximately 24 singers) is the elite performing group at Wichita Collegiate. The Madrigals are called on to perform at many school, community and civic functions throughout the year. The Madrigals travel to Europe biannually to sing music of the Masters in some of the world’s greatest venues that those Masters called home! Annually, the Madrigals participate in Fall, Thanksgiving and Candlelight concerts with particular focus toward the Spring when we compete in league, regional and state festivals. The Spring semester is capped off with the Spring Revue, “Showstoppers,” a montage of songs from Broadway and Movie Musicals!


Instrumental Music
The CONCERT BAND is open to those students who have demonstrated an adequately high level of performance on their instrument, or have had a minimum of two years of musical experience.  The finest in band literature will be studied in preparation for concerts, band festivals, solo and ensemble festivals, football games, basketball games, school and community events, and travel to out of state performances and competitions.  Members of the Collegiate Concert band also participate in the pep-band.  In addition, they are eligible to participate in the Collegiate drumline and jazz ensemble.  The band director may schedule occasional after school rehearsals/music tutorials.  Students must show reasonable musical progress on their instrument to maintain membership in the Concert Band.  Students will be required to purchase a concert outfit.  There is a $40.00 band participation fee.  Attendance at all performances is required.
Music Theory 
  
This course is designed to cater for the beginner and the more advanced musician allowing each person to progress at their own pace and level. For beginners, elements of basic theory are covered along with an appreciation of different music styles which are listened to, performed and discussed.  For more advanced students, the course will focus on aural perception and writing music in various genres.  Students with sufficient background and motivation may be able to successfully complete the AP Music Theory examination after completing this course
 

The course itself will combine a sound grounding in music theory with ear training and sight singing. A general background history of musicians and composers will enhance the student’s musicianship. The principal textbook to be used will be Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory book and supplementary material will be provided as required.
THEATER ARTS 

Drama
The US Drama class will be taught as a workshop. The workshop format/philosophy has several advantages for theatre-related activities:
· It is student-centered rather than teacher-centered: the students' current skills, abilities, interests and needs are the focus of activities in the class rather than a pre-determined sequence of learning independent of the students
· it is informal and participatory in style, thus allowing for a relaxed atmosphere and, more important, a greater degree of student input
· it emphasizes student action: a drama workshop is organized to promote acquisition of skills. Intellectual aspects are means to that end rather than ends in themselves. Thus, students will be on their feet doing things rather than following a textbook or pursuing a traditional classroom scope and sequence

Major units in the Drama class include the following: Acting and Drama Techniques, Theatre History, Performance, and Technical Theatre.

UPPER SCHOOL VISUAL ART 

Photography Classes

Photography I

Photography II

Video Classes

Video I

Video II

Video III

Video Magazine

Studio Classes

Introduction to Art
Printmaking and Drawing

Silversmithing and Drawing

Cornell Boxes and Altered Books
Photography I- two semesters

This class is designed for the beginner. Students will learn about the basic properties of light. They will also learn the basic functions of the camera, such as shutter speed, and f-stop settings. We are now a digital photography class. While the school does have a good digital camera, it is strongly encouraged that each student bring a digital SLR camera with a minimum of 6 mega pixel capacity. 

Units of Study will include:

1. Composition

2. Light and Shadow

3.  Landscape

4.  Still Life

5.  Narrative 

6. Documentary

7. Action/Motion

8. Color

9. Matting/Framing/Presentation

10. History of Photography: Texts for this part of the course will be “A World History of Photography” by Naomi Rosenblum, and “American Images: Photography 1945-1980” edited by Peter TurneR

Photography II- two semesters

This course is designed for the advanced student of the discipline. A strong background in photographic techniques and the history of photography are necessary. Building a portfolio, entering competitions, and displaying and discussing their works will be an important part of this class. This class will be driven by student work and activities in a seminar style.

Video I- two semesters

In video production students will learn about camcorders, shot making, sound, editing, scripts and directing.  Students will produce a number of short films on an individual basis and in groups.  This course is a prerequisite to Video II and Video Magazine.  In this class students will be expected to do most of their work outside of class.

Lessons include:

1. Characteristics of Video/Film

2. Camera Technique

3. Scripts/Story Telling

4. Inanimate Object [in-camera edit]

5. Document A Simple Process [in-camera edit]

6. Editing on Final Cut Pro Non-linear Systems

7. Art Video [color]

8. Reproduce A Commercial

9. Parody

10. Interview

11. Music Video

Video II-two semesters / prerequisite: Video I

This class will focus on the student as filmmaker. This class allows students to work with advance film techniques and explore their self-expression through film.  We will critique commercial films and learn to write screenplays using professional software. Films and screenplays will be submitted to competitions. In this class students will do most of their work outside of class time.

Lessons include:

1. Self Portrait

2. Video Haiku 

3. Persuasive Video

4. Animation

5. Documentary

6. Screenplays

7.   Music Video 



Video III- two semesters / prerequisite: Video II

Video students will work to develop their filmmaking and writing skills. Students will create three films during the year and a faculty committee will critique their work.

Video Magazine- two semesters / prerequisite: Video I 

This Class allows advance students to develop their skills and creativity. In this class students will produce three video magazines each semester.  The magazines will be fifteen minutes long and will contain segments on school and original student work.  In this class students will be expected to do most of their work outside of class time

Introduction to Art 
The divine artist gifted from birth is a myth. Art is for everyone. Understanding the art of manipulating the eye, composition, can be the difference between something that is revered to something that is ignored. The Introduction to Arts course exposes the students to many different art mediums and art styles.  Mediums may include the 2-dimensional areas of study such as graphite, charcoal, painting, silk-screen, printmaking, and photography along with 3-dimensional sculptures using materials ranging from traditional or  clays, plaster, metal, and wood. Studio Arts is intended to develop students’ creative ability, technical skills, and their appreciation for the arts. 

Printmaking and Drawing
Printmaking: This course introduces students to a variety of printmaking methods and their aesthetic applications in the creation of original prints. Emphasis on composition, design principles, value and color. The course will include one or more of the following types of printmaking; linoleum block, wood cut silkscreen, relief, monotype. Cultivation of good studio practice and
cooperation in the studio are fostered.  Drawing In drawing students will learn about composition, line, shading and perspective.  Students will draw realistically working with still life, self-portraits and live models. We will use a variety of drawing materials.
Silversmithing and Drawing

Silver-smithing: In silver-smithing students will learn how to silver solder, work silver art clay, cast pewter, work hot glass to make beads and create beautiful pieces of jewelry. Students will need to purchase bottles of Mapp gas. 
Drawing  In drawing students will learn about composition, line, shading and perspective.  Students will draw realistically working with still life, self-portraits and live models. We will use a variety of drawing materials.
Cornell Boxes and Altered Books

Cornell Boxes :In the first semester we will work in the style of Joseph Cornell. He had no formal training in art and his most characteristic works are his highly distinctive `boxes'. These are simple boxes, usually glass-fronted, in which he arranged surprising fragments of once beautiful and precious objects, relying on the Surrealist technique of irrational juxtaposition and on the evocation of nostalgia for his appeal. Cornell also painted and made Surrealist films. Altered Books: Transform a discarded book into a creative art work of art that encompasses a theme and utilizes a variety of media and techniques. The altered book is a rapidly growing art form in which the artist creates the "Art" that goes onto the page. It's a collage, it's an assemblage, and it's painting and drawing that decorate the page of an already existing book. The viewer of the book interacts through the discovery of the various additions and alterations that are done to the book. 

COMPUTER 

The goal of the computer classes in the Upper School is to help students become familiar with available software and to prepare them as much as possible for the ever-changing future of technology. The computer lab provides a work environment for students to drop in throughout the school day.

AP Computer Programming (syllabus)
This is a year-long course that offers academic credit. The goals are to prepare students to take the national Advanced Placement exam in May. The computer language for this exam will be Java. This course requires Introduction to Computer Programming or evidence of a working knowledge of high-level computer language as a prerequisite.
Introduction to Programming, Graphic Design, Animation and Web Design-  Students in this course will be given an introduction to programming in the Java language as well as an introduction to Graphic Design, Flash Animation and Web Design.  This course will be split into four sections; 1. an introduction to programming, 2. an introduction to graphic design with Adobe Photoshop, 3. an introduction to animation and movie making with Adobe Flash, and 4. an introduction to web design using the software Adobe Dreamweaver.  This last section will use techniques learned in the previous three sections to develop a stand alone website.

WCS Webmaster: 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
FOCUS AND PHILOSOPHY 
Courses in physical education are provided to encourage students to grow physically and athletically as well as to provide basic information about health and wellness.

Lifetime Sports 
The goal of lifetime sports is to teach and promote physical fitness through a variety of hands-on activities. Some of the activities are bowling, archery, swimming, badminton, table tennis, and ultimate Frisbee.

Strength & Wellness 
This physical education course focuses on the use of weights to develop physical strength. Aerobic conditioning is also part of the exercise program.

STUDENT AIDE ELECTIVES 

Upper School Teacher Aide 
Students may choose to work as an aide for a teacher in the Upper School. Students are responsible for contacting an instructor for approval. Note: Teacher aide does not count as a course in determining eligibility for extracurricular activities. This course is graded on a pass/fail basis.

Early Childhood/Lower School Aide 
Students may choose to spend one period each day working as a teacher aide in the Lower School or Early Childhood Divisions. Students enrolling in this option will be paired with a teacher who requests an aide. Note: EC/LS aide does not count as a course in determining eligibility for extracurricular activities. This course is graded on a pass/fail basis.


Office Aide 
A limited number of students each year may elect to spend one period each day working as an aide in the Upper School office. Duties include answering phones, helping with mailings, delivering messages, and updating the announcement Note: Office aide does not count as a course in determining eligibility for extracurricular activities. . This course is graded on a pass/fail basis. 



STUDY HALL 
Study Hall
Students may elect to use one period per day as a study hall. Juniors and Seniors with an overall academic grade average of 80% and with no grade below 76% in any academic course will be given an unsupervised study hall. Eligibility for an unsupervised study hall will be determined only at mid-point and the end of each semester. Study Hall is not a graded course and will not appear on the official WCS transcript.

