Dear Freshman Parent,

The following information may be helpful in interpreting your child’s PSAT score report.
· The pool of students who take the PSAT examination is a very select one.  Throughout the United States, most schools typically allow only the top 10-20% of their juniors to take this test.  The percentage of freshmen that take this test is even smaller and even more selective.  
· Your child’s performance is evaluated through his or her raw score, listed in the three white boxes at the top of the page, and by percentile, which is a comparison against a defined group of students.  
· On your child’s score report, there are two very different percentile scores.  The first appears in the three columns marked Critical Reading, Mathematics, and Writing Skills.  The percentile rankings in these columns compare your child’s scores against all of the SOPHOMORES who took the PSAT test this year, not against other freshmen.   Again, these sophomores comprise a very select group generally consisting of students who would rank among the top 10% of their class.  Remember that the 50th percentile would be the average score for this group.
· The second percentile ranking on the score report is located on the right side of the page.  The box labeled Selection Index indicates the score that your child earned on the PSAT this year.  It is computed by adding the Critical Reading, Mathematics, and Writing Skills together.  Beneath that is the percentile ranking for that score.  The critical point here is that your child is NOT being compared here to either freshmen or sophomores.  Instead, this percentile is a comparison to the JUNIORS who took the test this year.  This means that a sophomore who scored at the 50th percentile performed as well on this test as the average “top 20%” junior.  It is important to note that juniors have two extra years of academic preparation, test experience, and maturity compared to freshmen.  Some parents have found the following diagram helpful in interpreting scores.  Note that ALL of our students would fall within the C to D range on this diagram, placing them within the top 10-15% of college-bound freshmen.
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KEY:

A through D = All Freshmen in the United States

B through D =  All College Bound Freshmen in the United States

C through D =  All Freshmen who took the PSAT

* = Freshman PSAT average percentile score  (50th percentile)
· The PSAT during the freshman year is a progress report on your child’s test preparation for the PSAT next October, which is the qualifying examination for the National Merit competition, and for SAT testing during the Junior and Senior years.  All sophomores should continue to work consistently on test preparation.  This should include dedication to their academic coursework, preparation work at home using a computer or text program, and participation in summer preparation coursework.
If you have any questions regarding your child’s test scores, please contact me.  I would be happy to answer questions by phone or email, or, preferably, we could meet to discuss the college admission process in general, including testing.
I look forward to meeting with you,
Kevin Mykel

Dean of Upper School

