Dear Junior Parent,

The following information may prove helpful in interpreting your child’s PSAT report.
· The pool of students who take the PSAT examination is a very select one.  Throughout the United States, most schools typically allow only the top 10-20% of their students to take this test.  The percentiles given for your child indicate his or her relative position within this very talented group.  Remember that the 50th percentile would be the average score for this group.  Some parents have found the following diagram helpful in interpreting scores:  (Note that the great majority of our students would fall within the C to D range on this diagram, placing them within the top 25% of college-bound juniors.)
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KEY:

A through D = All Juniors in the United States

B through D =  All College Bound Juniors in the United States

C through D =  All Juniors who took the PSAT

* = Junior PSAT average percentile score  (50th percentile)
· The PSAT during the Junior year marks the end of the road for National Merit consideration, but it is also the beginning of your child’s final preparation for the SAT and ACT examinations during the Spring 2009 and Fall 2009 semesters.  All juniors should continue to work consistently on test preparation.  This should include dedication to their academic coursework, preparation work at home using a computer or text program, and participation in summer preparation coursework.
· If you have any questions regarding your child’s test scores, please contact me.  I would be happy to answer questions by phone or email, or, preferably, we could meet to discuss the college application process in general, including testing.
Kevin Mykel

Dean of Upper School/
College Counselor

